[Exudative enteropathy in heart insufficiency--apropos of 3 clinical cases].
Severe hypoproteinaemia due to increased intestinal protein losses, known as exudative enteropathy, was seen in three patients (two with rheumatic valvular heart disease and one with congenital heart disease). The authors review the relationship between serum proteins and cardiac disease, describing the diagnostic methods and the prognosis. From a clinical point of view, protein-losing enteropathy should be suspected in patients with right heart failure and severe hypoalbuminaemia. Recognition of this syndrome is important because the treatment of the cardiac lesion may reduce or remove this rare complication.